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Provincial Health Authorities of North America; Ma-
ternity Center Association, National Committee of Health
Council Executives; National Committee for Mental Hy-
giene; National Organization for Public Health Nursing;
National Society for the Prevention of Blindness; National
Tuberculosis Association.
The United States Children's Bureau and the United

States Public Health Service are advisory members of the
Council. The American Nurses' Association and the Foun-
dation for Positive Health are associate members.

LETTERS

Concerning Mussel Quarantine by State Board of
Health.
To the Health Officers.

MUSSEL QUARANTINE ORDER
A quarantine of all mussels from the ocean shore of

California extending from the southern boundary of Los
Angeles County north to the California-Oregon boundary,
with the exception of the Bay of San Francisco, is hereby
established.

All health officers and food inspectors are hereby in-
structed to enforce the provisions of this quarantine and to
prohibit the taking, sale, or offering for sale, of mussels
gathered in the district specified. This quarantine order
shall be effective for the period June 1, 1937 to September
30, 1937.

Said action is taken for the preservation of the public
health.

W. M. DICKIE, M. D.,
Director of Puiblic Health.

May 26, 1937.

Concerning a proposed federal cancer law.
Los Angeles, May 21, 1937.

To the Editor:-Enclosed you will find a copy of a bill,
H. R. 6767, which, after reading, I would explicitly request
that you have your office return to me, as it is my only copy.

This bill was brought to our attention by Dr. James
Percy, a member of the Executive Committee of the Los
Angeles Cancer Society. This bill was discussed in execu-
tive meeting by this society last evening, and after an ex-
tended debate we felt that this bill, with its implied intent,
should be brought definitely to the attention of the State
Medical Association and also the Los Angeles County
Medical Association. We do not know definitely when this
will be presented to the Committee on Interstate and For-
eign Commerce; however, newspaper statements three days
ago were to the effect that the bill is now, or will soon be,
in Committee. This, in turn, makes any action by the regu-
lar medical profession an emergency, if such is deemed
expedient.
As secretary of the Los Angeles Cancer Society I have

been appointed one of a committee of two to bring this bill
before the attention of the Los Angeles County Medical
Council. This meeting, however, is not to be held until the
evening of June 7, and in conversation with Dr. E. Vincent
Askey today, he suggests that I write you at once.
The Executive Committee of the Los Angeles Cancer

Society feel that this legislation, if enacted and made a bill
by Congress, will be another peg in the machine towards
socialized and federal medicine. Heart disease could be
made the next jump, or we might even say obstetrics, or
any other branch of medicine which is not contagious, as
is tuberculosis, syphilis and-other venereal diseases, which
the Government is now beginning to scoop up as they go
merrily on their way to the federal control of our patients.
Having spent approximately nine years in the Medical

Corps of the Navy, followed by twelve years in the Medical
Reserve Corps of the Navy, I feel that I can foresee cer-
tain pernicious tendencies in a bill worded as this reads to
me. Having seen certain naval dispensaries, situated in
different cities in the United States, grow from one officer
in charge to as high as twenty officers on duty ashore, in
actual competition with the regular practice of medicine,
I can easily anticipate another arm of an octopus build on

by performing this National Cancer Act, and placing it
completely in control of the Surgeon-General of the Public
Health Service. It is well to know that this Act, worded
as it is, leaves one individual in complete control, which can,
and undoubtedly will, be chiefly political, and the committee
of six members appointed by the Surgeon-General will be
given, by this Act; only an advisory capacity in the award-
ing of the $1,000 gratuity offered annually to some out-
standing research or clinical man. This committee ap-
parently only being able to choose the men annually for the
award mentioned in Section 6 (a) of the Act.
The bill, as you will note, was introduced by Congress-

man Maverick of Texas on April 29, 1937, and there will
be a similar bill presented to the Senate.
Dr. Dudley Jackson, 1028 Nix Professional Building, San

Antonio, Texas, writes to Doctor Percy that he has helped
frame this legislation and has conferred with Surgeon-
General Parran and other interested parties regarding the
bill. Doctor Jackson writes that he is having the Texas
State Medical Association endorse this bill. He also writes
to Doctor Percv, "It will take outside pressure to put it
over, and I know it fits in with your belief in cancer
research."

Very truly yours,
C. HIRAM WEAVIER, M. D.,

Secretary, Los Angeles Cancer Society.

Concerning a salesman of surgical instruments.
Los Angeles, May 14, 1937.

To the Editor:-Recently I purchased some instruments
from a salesman by the name of Klein. At the time of pur-
chasing the instruments I was under the impression, as a
consequence of statements by Mr. Klein, that they were
stainless steel and not chrome-plated. Subsequently, after
further examination, I find that the instruments which I
purchased are chrome-plated. I believe that they are of an
inferior grade.

I believe this information ought to be brought to the
attention of physicians in this State and, therefore, I re-
quest that it be published in CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN
MEDICINE.

Respectfully yours,
JOHN P. LORDAN, M. D.

2007 Wilshire Boulevard.

Concerning opportunities for physicians to Bolivia.
TREASURY DEPARTMENT

UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
Washington, May 14, 1937.

Dr. Walter M. Dickie
State Director of Public Health
San Francisco, California
Dear Sir:

It has been brought to the attention of the Public Health
Service that the National Department of Health of Bolivia
is seeking to secure the services of one or more experts
in the fields of hygiene, malaria, venereal diseases, and
tuberculosis.
Nothing is known as to the amount of salary that might

be paid for such services, nor of the tenure of office. It is
understood, however, that the salary would be commensu-
rate with the ability of the man or men to be employed. It
is also assumed that the Bolivian Government would be
willing to make the necessary arrangements with respect
to transportation to Bolivia, together with certain guaran-
tees for return to the States in the event of termination of
an individual's services. It should be noted, however, that
a change in administration in Latin American countries not
infrequently results in the abandonment of enterprises of
this nature, the same as in other countries, and anyone con-
templating the acceptance of such a detail should not give
up a satisfactory position here until definite arrangements
are made for the one in prospect.
The request of the Bolivian Government is being brought

to your attention with the thought that you may wish to
refer it to someone within your State who might possess
the desired qualifications, together with an ambition for


